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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121: 

I. Claims 1-44, drawn to a method and mobile device for registering a 
licensed module in which a user access the mobile device, 
classified in class 455, subclass 414.1. 

II. Claims 45-58, drawn to an activation system for licensed modules 
in mobile devices, including time parameters so that a count of 
licensed modules can be maintained, classified in class 455, 
subclass 414.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable 
together in a single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each 
other if they are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention I 
has separate utility such as being used to register modules without requiring that 
a count of active licensed modules be maintained. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. During a telephone conversation with Mr. Steven Phillips on August 2, 
2005 a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention 
of Group I, claims 1-44. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
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replying to this Office action. Claims 45-58 have been withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non- 
elected invention. 

5. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) 
if one or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at 
least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship 
must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee 
required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 14-15, 24-25, and 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

8. The terms "delivery path" and "delivery path parameter" are not defined by 
the claim and are therefore indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



■ 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

10. Claims 1, 3-5, 10, 12, 14-15, 18, 20-22, 24-26, 28-29, 34, 36, 38, and 41- 
42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,794,142 to Vanttila et al. 

Vanttila discloses all the elements/steps of independent claims 1 and 18, 
including a method or device of registering a licensed module in a mobile device 
column 6, lines 14 to 40), comprising: (means for-claim 18) detecting the licensed 
module being initially accessed by a user of the mobile device (column 6, lines 
17 to 19); (means for-claim 18) collecting module parameters, the module 

* 

parameters comprising at least a module identifier (column 6, lines 15 to 25); 
(means for-claim 18) assembling a registration message comprising at least the 
module identifier (column 4, lines 3 to 25); and (means for-claim 18) sending the 
registration message from the mobile device to a module activation system 
corresponding to a destination address stored in the mobile device (column 6, 
lines 13 to 25). 

The rejections of claims 1 and 18 are hereby incorporated. Vanttila also 
discloses all the elements of independent claim 26, including a mobile device 
comprising: a radio frequency block for sending messages over a 
telecommunication network (this is inherent in the mobile phone shown in Figure 
1); and a processor platform for controlling the operation of the mobile device 
(Id.), the processing platform further comprising: at least one licensed module 
including module parameters comprising a module identifier (memory 24); and a 
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module handler operable to collect the module parameters and cause a 
registration message to be assembled upon initial access of the licensed module 
by a user (this is inherent based on column 6, lines 15 to 25), the registration 
message comprising at least the module identifier (column 6, lines 15 to 25); 
wherein the processing platform is further operable to cause the mobile device to 
send the registration message through the RF block to a module activation 
system corresponding to a destination address stored in the mobile device 
(column 6, Iines13 to 25). 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 3 and 20, including 
receiving an acknowledgement message from the module activation system. 
See column 6, lines 33 to 36. 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 5, 10, 29, and 34, 
including wherein the sending of the registration message further comprises 
sending the registration message using SMS. See column 6, lines 13 to 15. 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 12 and 22, 
including requesting user approval of the sending of the registration message 
prior to sending the registration message. See column 6, lines 15 to 20. 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 14-15, 24-25, and 
41-42, including selecting a delivery path for the registration message based on a 
delivery path parameter for (or from among the module parameters) the mobile 
device. See column 6, 13 to 25) 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 4, 21, and 28, 
including suspending, at least in part, operation of the licensed module pending 
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the receipt of the acknowledgement message. This is inherent in that the user is 
unable to use the requested function until acknowledgement is received. 

Vanttila also discloses all the steps/elements of claims 36 and 38, 
including wherein the module handler is operable to retrieve a stored value for 
the destination address from the module parameters, and wherein the module 
handler further comprises a default value for the destination address. See, 
column 6, lines 20 to 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

12. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering 
patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that 
the subject matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any 
inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a 
later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 
35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 



Application/Control Number: 10/604,982 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2685 

13. Claims 2, 8, 16-17, 19, 23, 27, 32, 37, and 43-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vanttila in view of Admitted Prior Art 
regarding encryption or alternatively U.S. Patent No. 6,260,141 to Park. 

Vanttila teaches all the elements/steps of claims 2, 19, and 27, except 
explicitly teaching that the registration message prior to sending is encrypted. 
However, Applicants admit on page 15 of the originally filed specification that 

■ 

there are many known forms of encryption that may be used with wireless 
messaging. In addition Park teaches the use of known encryption techniques for 
accessing files. See abstract. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Vanttila to 
include the ability to encrypt a registration message in order to provide an extra 
level of security and to allow flexible software registration. See park, column 1, 
lines 38 to 40. 

As to claims 8, 16-17, 23, 32, 37, and 43-44, each of the additional 
elements has been addressed above. 

14. Claims 6-7, 9, 1 1 , 1 3, 30-31 , 35, and 39-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Vanttila in view of EP 1 246 428 to Nokia 
(Nokia). 

Vanttila teaches all the elements/steps of claims 6-7, 9, 1 1 , 30-31 , 35, and 
39-40, except explicitly teaching the use of WAP and DTMF as message 
protocols. However, Nokia teaches a method of updating a user's registration for 
software, such as a game, using WAP. See paragraphs 15-17, 31 , and 39. In 
addition, Nokia also teaches that other transport mechanisms may be employed, 
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such as WAP, SMS, or IMODE. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Vanttila so 
that other types of transport mechanisms would be used, as these other type of 
mechanisms are well known in the art as taught by Nokia. In addition, while not 
specifically listed, DTMF is a well known form of communicating information in 
phone systems and thus would be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to 
be included in the list of possible mechanisms. 

As to claim 13, the additional elements within this claim have been 
addressed above. 

15. Claim 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vanttila in view of Admitted Prior Art as applied to claim 26 above, and further in 
view of Nokia. 

The rejection of claims 30-31, 35, and 39-40 are hereby incorporated. 
Vanttila in view of Admitted Prior Art and further in view of Nokia teach all the 
elements of claim 13, including the use of WAP. See above. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent Application Publications Nos. 2002/0157002 
to Messerges et al. teaches a digital rights management method and system and 
2004/0176080 to Chakravorty et al. teaches a method and apparatus for 
authorized distribution of digital content. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Julie E. Stein, Esq. whose telephone number 
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is (571) 272-7897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 am-5:00 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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